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Societies for Reformation. 


T7ZZ77S Tithe wherepith you are adorned, is ſo Divine Be- 

neficent and truly Catholick, that your Requeſt Obliged 

> my compliance in Preaching the following Sermon- 

under all the Diſadvantages of a Traveler. | 
Tet had I Conferred with Fleſh and Blood, thoſe many accurate - 
Diſcourſes you have on this Subjett, muſt have rendred my hurry 
. of buſineſs and wan#s of Books, an inſuperable Argument againſt 
the Publication of zt. | 
. But being perſwaded the Bible is not only the fitteſt Book to 
juſtifle the Truth of the Duty infiſted on, but attended with 
greateſt Authority to inforce it on the Conſcience, the Cenſures 
of the Polite far my want of other Ornaments, cannot deter me 
from expoſing what you think Serviceable to. your good Deſign, © 
as that which F am ſure is not only according to Gods Word, L 
andertaken in Obedience to it. 6 

I am not aſhamed the World ſhould know how my Love fer 
Ireland Exalts my Foy at your Attempts, to Suppreſs that Wic- 
kedneſs which alone can Ruin it, and to promote Practical Re- 
ligion, which muſt cauſe its Flouriſhioff againſt all Affaults : They 
. who leſs affeit you, ought to be thankful for your good Succeſs - 
| herein, and aſcribe the ſudden proſperity of this Land, to Gods 
Approbation of your vigorous Endeavours to Reform it. 

The Argumem whereby 7 urge all to Aſſiſt in your Bleſſed 
Work, is too evideut ta be refiſted by auy, wha account Service 
to God either a Priviledge or a Duty ; and next in force to that 
T Publiſhed on the ſame occaſion in London ;_ viz. That they 
wha promete National Reformation are on Chriſt's ſide, and-* 

| 4 2-: they. 
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- To the. Societies for Reformation: - -- ... 
they who neglett it are of the Devil's Party,. in the Conteſt 
managed by them as the Heads of their reſpefttive oppoſite 
Kingdoms. 

7 he Gonſequence of your Undertaking may Excuſe my Tmpor- 
tu ' becauſe I am under Convidtion, that when you become 


.remiſs, or altogether Unjucceſsful, this Nation will be under | 
more than a Probable Preſage of ſudden Deſolation, and much _ + 


ſeverer than any that hath befallen it heretofore. 

Tf any think me too Cloſe and Plain, Faithfulneſs to my Lord 
whom you ſerve, -and a peculiar regard for this Land which you 
would Save, muſt afford the ouly Apology I dare make. As the 
Enterprize you are Inſpired to Engage in, is too fully Authori- 
zed by Divine and Human Laws, to be thought Unjuſt, and too 
plainly Commanded, and. Important in its Effetts, to be eſteemed 
Inditterent ; ſo its too contrary to Satans Intereſt, and the de- 
generate Tnclinations of Mankind, to be Executed without great 
Fortitude, Vigor, Wiſdom, Self- denial, and Union ; or to keep © 
your Hearts by theſe in a fixed Diſpoſition to perſue it, with- 
out rich ſupplies of=Grace, and great Care and Labour with your | 
own Spirits, whence all remains of Sin are not yet expelled. 

Many do joyn with you .in Prayer, that your fitneſs may im- 
prove by your work ; your Reſolution by your Dificulties ; your 
Union, by i Deſigns to break it; your Succeſs by . Oppoſition ; 
and the Purity and Sedateneſs of your own Spirits, by all your 
Endeavours to Reform others ; which (among the reſt) is heartily |= 
defired by, ; | | 
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Your Servant in the Work of the Lord, 


Damel Willams. 
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Proverbs 28. ver. 4 > 
1 hey that forſake the Law praiſe the Wicked, 
VN but ſuch as keep the Law contend with 
them. | 


H E Text includes ſo full a diſtribution of Man- 

kind, that none of us can be Exempted ; one part 

forſakes the Law, others keep it ; ſome Praiſe the 
$ Wicked, others Contend with them ; ſome are 
'*- Wicked, others are Godly. 
The Gontrariety. of what they are diſtinguiſhed by, is Ex- 
tream ; one Renounceth that Rule which the other Sacredly 
obſerves, viz. the Divine Law ; the one Approves and 
Commends thoſe, whom the other Reproves and Puniſheth, 
viz, the Wicked. And no doubt the Difference extends 
equally to what's implied, tho' not expreſſed, z. e. The 
Good man renounceth thoſe Luſts and Cuſtoms, which the 
Wicked ſubmit to as their Governing Law, and praiſeth 
the Righteous with whom the Ungodly do contend. 

It might feem an unaccountable Wonder, that men ſhould 
thus greatly differ in their Rules, Behaviour, Favourites 
and Adverſaries, were the Springs of this Contrariety alto- 
gether unknown : But that Wonder will ceaſe, when we 
conlider that theſe diſtinguithed perſons have Spirits, Tem- 
pers, Leaders, and Supream Ends and Deſigns, more con- 
trary than their very Behaviour 1s : Nay, were it not for 
the Unhealed remains of Sin in the Godly, and ſome Opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt on the Wicked, the difference be- 
tween theſe men would be as great, as between Ef a- + 
bliſhed Arzgels, and Apoſtate Devils ; and when I have ſaid 
this, can any of you forbear to cry .out 2 Oh how neceſſary 
is Regeneration! And how great a Work muſt that be, 
| B;.-- | which 
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which fo changeth a man from what himſelf once was, as 
well as others ! : 

The laſt part of the 7ex# I ſhall inſiſt on, becauſe it moſt 
properly anſwers the preſent occaſion. Such as keep the Law 
contend with them, i. e. with the Wicked. 

The words give us, -1. The Gharatter of a Good man, 
2. An Inſtance whereby the Sincerity of that Character is 
made good. | 

I. The Character of a Good man, Ze keeps the Law ; that 
which others forſake, he ſets before him as his directing 

7/2. 119, Light, anda determining Rule ; Thy Word is a Lamp unto my 
15. Feet, anda Light unto my Path, What this injoyneth, he ſets 
himſclf to obſerve; what it forbids, he is watchtul to avoid : 

He acknowledgeth the obliging force of the Will of God, 
whether it be tignified to him by the Light of Nature, or 
poſitive Precepts and Inſtitutions. He is ſubject to every 

7/1 18, Part as well as to any ; 7 have put away none of thy Statutes 
| from me: He obſerves it at a// ttmes as well as ſome, and in 
Secret as well as Publick. To this he adheres againſt all Diſ- 
couragements, as well as when moſt Countenanced ; he'l 

Pſal. 119. keep it tho” all others ſhould forſake ir; yea, declineth it 
on not tho, the Proud have him greatly in derifion, for Obeying it. 

This Divine Law effectually preſcribeth to him what he 
will Believe and Profeſs ; it Formeth his inward Temper, 
Regulates his Thoughts, Words and Behaviour ; hereby he 
frameth his Deſires, Deſigns and Refolves. Obedience 
thereto is with him a ſufficient Reaſon for his Underta- 
kings, and that which his chief reſpect is to, in whatever 
he deliberately performs. 

To examplifie - this in his Inclinations, Aﬀections and 
Carriage, is his chiefendeavour and aim ; he Prays, Strives, 
and induſtriouſly Contriveth and Watcheth to be compleat 

Col. 4 12.44 the whole will of God, and walketh in all the Commandments 
Luke 1. 6» and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. 

Finally, wherein he is defective or offends, he ſeriouſly 

blameth himſelf; bewails his Fault, haces his Sin, and fin- 


cerely reſolves amendment by greater Watchfulnelſs, and 
| MOore 


L6 | 
more fervent Applications: to Chriſt for the aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit. | | 
"He that anſwers this Account, keeps the Law in a Go- 
Jpel Sence ; his Obedience is Evangelical, though in many 
things it be ſhort of that which is Legal or Pertect. | 

Il. We have one Inftance whereby the Sincerity of this 
Character is made good : They contend with the Wicked. 
9. d, The behaviour of Men towards the Wicked ſhews 
whether themſelves keep or forfake the Law. It's a plain. 
Characteriſtick, if they praiſe the Wicked they are Men 
who forfake the Law ; but if they contend with ſuch, they 
are Keepers of the Law. Whatever effteQuually inclines 
Men to keep the Law, will compell them to contend with 
the Wicked ; as that which prevails with Men to forfake it 
will difincline them to contend with ſuch. It's indeed not 
to be expected that ſuch as live in Stated Rebellion againſt 
the Will of God, ſhould oppoſe the Proffigate ; but it is fo 
decent, congruous and neceflary for the Keepers of the 
Law to oppoſe the Wicked ; and therefore to be expected 
that God ſets it down as a fixed diſtinguiſhing property of 
ſuch, 7hey contend with the Wicked. You't find them thus 
employed againſt violent Tranſgreſfors, and thereby dul- 
crimtinated trom them. 

I thall in fome tew Poſitions explain the Words, and 
thereby come to ftate that Obfervation, which will more 
directly ſupport you in the work of Reformation, and ju- 
{tifie your engaging therein. 

1. Keeping the Law is a fit Deſcription of the Faithful Sub- 
ects and Servants of the Living God, and ſuch are mmitended 
thereby. The Servants of God are varioufly denominated, 
as Men fearing God, Lovers of God, Believers, Saints, 
Godly, Righteous, &c. But all theſe Titles center in, and 
reter to this in the Text. 7They keep the Law. For t'1is Law 
is the meaſure of all Goodneſs, all trus Excelkency of Spi- 
Tit, and all Regularity of Practice do lye in- z Conformiry 
to this Rule. This perte&t Law appoints all that's truly 
good ; and all that is accepted with God is done with # re- 
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ſpect of 'Obedierice to this Will of his': Whatever juſtly 
bears the name of any Grace or Virtue, muſt be anſwerable 
to what this defineth to be ſuch a Grace or: Virtue ; or 1t 1s 
no better than an Hypocritical Image. Moreover, the 
Truth of the higheſt Graces muſt be adjudged by their O- 


erative Efficacy to the Obedience of this Law : Faith 


_ 2- without this is dead ;_ and-our Saviour determines the Inte- 

| ority of Love in this manner :. 7 you love me, keep my Com- 

_ "+ mandments. Yea, his Apoſtle faith, 7his 3s Love that we 

>. Joh. 6. walk after his Commandments. Not that this is the formal 

notion of Love, but it is ſuch a necellary Effect of ir, 

that it is no-true Chriſtian- Love, whictt is too weak. to pro: 
duce Obedience: | 

*' Now who-1s a- Keeper of the Law > none -but he who 

hath renounced his own Will and Humour, and is reſigned 

to the Divine: Will, the Language of whoſe Heart is; 

Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And is this any other 

- 9: 6: than a Servant and: Subjeft of the Living God,; even one 

who hath: freely accepted God in Chriſt for his Supream 

Lord and Law-Giver, upon which his Relation of Servant 

and Subject is founded : But doth this Devotednelſs confine 

it ſelf to a meer Profeſion of Obedience, however Solemn 

it be 2 no, there muſt be real Performance: to make that 

good : Hi we are whom we Obey. But this may ſuffice to 

Fon 6.16. Eyidence that to keep the Law, and to be God's taithful 
Servants and Subjects, are equipollent Terms. 

2. Offenders committing groſs and auotorions Crimes, are de: 
fign'd by the Wicked inthe Text. Not bad Men whoſe Crimes 
are -concealed, tor notice cannot be taken-of ſuch : neither 
can one be called Wicked for meer firmities ; for though 
Job could not acquit himſelf of fuch, yet he appeals to 
God, Thou knoweſt I. aw not wicked. The perſons there- 

Job 10. 7+ foxe chiefly to be contended with, are ſuch as commit flagiti- 
ous Crimes ; Crimes which infe&t others, defile the Land, 
and. ſtigmatize the Offender :. of which ſort are Idolatry, 
Blaſphemy. Prophane Swearing, Curling, Sabbath Prota- 
nation, Murther, Whoredom, Thefts, Drunkenneſs, &c. 


3- Contending 


- 


| (5) 
3. Contending with the wicked, imports all "juſt- and due me- 
thods to repel the wickedneſs of Ti Ay Dad The difference 
between good and bad men is fixed, each Pleads his reſpe- 


&ive Cauſe, Perſues his proper Deſign, Adeth his own In-- 


clination, Propagates his own Likeneſs, and Abets his Par- 
ty and Leader. Chriſt and his Intereſt command the ſtrength 


| of his SubjeRts, in oppoſition to: Satan and his Followers : 


Satan as the Head of the Apoſtacy employs his Followers, 


in oppoſition to Chriſt and his Reforming purpoſes : Great xz. 12. 


is the coatradiction, and the conteſt Vehement and Exten- 3*: 


ſive. The Wicked are intent to reſtrain the Godly from 
adhereing to the Laws of Chriſt their Soveraign, and hence 
Violence and Perſecution have their riſe: On the other 
hand, the Subjects of Chrift endeavour to ſtop the Deluge 
of Impiety ; they Reaſon, Exhort, Pray, and live down 
Immoralities ; theſe do what they can to. Reform the World, 
as the others ſtruggle to Pervert it. They would rejoyce 
that their Inſtructions and Intreaties were ſucceſstul to 
reclaim the Profligate ; but when theſe avail not, they in- 
ſtance their Zeal by a ſharper Teſtimony againſt crying 
Provocations, and to their power ſubſerve mens Amend- 
ments by what embitters notorious Crimes. 

Magiſtrates become a Terror to evil doers, by the Sword 
of Jultice ; Miniſters rebuke and inflict Church Cenſures ;. 
Parents and Maſters apply the Correfting' Rod, leaſt Sin 
grow by the Impunity of Children and Servants. 

Ohbjett. Some will ſay, Theſe are obliged by Relation and 


Office to contend with offending Correlates, but what 05-- 


ligation and power hath one Neighbour or Equal to embitter 
Sin in another. | | 

Anſw. Neighbours and Equals are obliged to reprove the 
Faults of one another, its God's expreſs Charge ; Thou ſhalt 
in any wiſe rebuke. thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon hin. 
This is by no means to be omitted, nor ſhould any pre- 
tence excuſe from it: Thou ſhalt rebuke him 7 any wiſe ; 


? 


they muſt be the profane Imitators of Caiz, who ſay, 4m 


1 my Brothers keeper > What 1s 1t to me, it. he Swear or be.G.;. ; g, 


Drunk 2. 
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Drunk'2 Let him Iook to himſelf, he is none 'of my 
Charge; but ſuch Language is an affront to God's Autho-. 
rity, who Enadts, that thou ſhalt reprove him, and re- 
quires the Sinner to accept of thy reproof: You muſt tell 
him the Evil and Danger of his wicked courſe ; his amend- 
ment you muſt thus attempt, however diſpleaſing it may 
be to him to bear it, or to your ſelves to intermeddle 
in it. | 

Objef. But ſuppoſe it be a Duty to reprove by Words, 
ſure we may relt at that, whether the Offender Reform 
or No. | 

1. Axſw. You muſt flop at this, if you lived where no 
puniſhments are Enatted againſt thoſe Crimes which your 
reproof is unavailable to Reform. In ſuch a Sodom as 
allows the forementioned enormities, you muſt be ſatisfied 
with Lo# to intreat, 7 pray you Brethren do not ſo wickedly ; 
the deſpiſed reprover muſt not Uſurp the Sword of the Ma- 
gtltrate, but grieve at the abominations he wants Autho- 
rity to puniſh ; the Caſe ts the fame as to all ſuch Offences 
the Law of the Lard takes no Cognizance of, when other 
Crimes be puniſhable by its Inſtitutions. | 

2. Anſw. But verbal reproof will not | be ſufficient, where 
unreformed Crimes are puniſhable by the Law. Tf words will 
reclaim, its well, but where theſe reclaim not, you are 
obliged to endeavour to retorm tranſgreſſors by legal Seve- 
rities, and inforce deſpiſed reproof by ſuch puniſhments as 
they will more regard : Am evil man ſeeketh only Rebellion, 


therefore a cruel Meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him ; and this 


private perfons thould do. by comphints to ſuch as are Au- 
thorized to Judge, and inflict the penalties Enacted : In- 
forming in ſuch Caſes is the neceſſary work of ſome ; for if 
there be none to convict Offenders, the puniſhment is 


Enacted in vain againſt the Crimes they are Guilty of, fee- 
ing it cannot be executed : therefore as the declaring of 
mens Faults to the Magiſtrates is ſuppoſed to judicial cen- 
ſures, fo the very Parent was obliged to inform againft that 
debauched Sor, whom his own Corre&ion would 


not re. 
{train ; 


Scorner, excuſeth from verbal reproof, only by expoſing 
him to puniſhments more ſevere; which private perſons 
cannot otherwiſe do, than by Information ; neither thould 
any eſteem this a reproach, for it was not accounted a work 
to mean for Princes to be employed in. 

Having made it plain that ſach as keep the Law 1s a Per1- 
phraſis ot the Servants and Subjects of the living God ; and 
that the Wicked here, are ſuch as are found committing, 
groſs Crimes ; alſo that contending includeth ſevere penal- 
ties as well as reproof by words. 1 am ture the Text is a 
ſufficient ground for this Obſervation. 

Dot. Such as would approve themſelves the Subjeits: and" 
Servants of the living God, ought, nay, will by juſt ſeverities as 
well as reproof, endeavour the Reformation of notorious Offenders. 

This Doctrine enlarged and altered into other words, is. 
the ſameas to ſay ; He whoſe heart is righr with God, will 
(in this Nation where good Laws are Enacted againſt wic- 
kedneſs) not only Reprove, but duly Convict and bring to 
Legal puniſhment, ſuch as he finds to be-Curſers, Swearers, 
Profaners of the Lords-day, Whore-mongers, Drunkards, 
&c. he will not forbear this for fear of ſhame, ler who - will 
reproach him; he'l do it, tho' his Trade be in danger, and 
his Perſon threatned and expoſed. | : 

The Text as before explained, is a ſufficient proof of the 
Doctrine, but ſad experience acquainting us, how much 
harder it 1s to prevail with people to do what is their Duty, 
than to prove it to be ſa ; Iſhall not only add ſome turther 
Evidence for this Duty from the Argument, included in the 
Doarine, but endeavour to plead that Argument: with 
your Conſciences, that if poſſible 1 may bring ſuch to at- 
tempt the Reſormation of others, who have hitherto ne- 
glected it, and invigorate the hearts of thoſe who have 
therein ſo laudatly engaged. , 

Can any Argument be likelier than this to perſwade 
all Men to uſe due ways to reform Offenders you can- 
not appear the real Servants of Chriſt, if you omit it ?- 
Will: 


ſtrain; nay, ſeveral think that very Text, Reprove not 4 Prov. g. 3; 
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Mal. 1. 6. 


131.3-18. 


Will any thing ſo compel ſuch to this Work who think 


_ they are his Servants, as a demonſtration that you have 
-:#Not the temper nor Spirit of his Servants, but are meer 


Hypocritical Pretenders if you neglect it ? And how can 
ſuch who are his faithful Servants be ſo excited to Zeal for 
this Work, as by convincing Evidence, that if you te re- 
miſs, you ſo far offer violence to the 7y/tintts of your re- 
newed Nature ; you difregard the Zonour and Intereſts of 
your Bleſſed Lord ; you fruſtrate the deſign of that Rela- 
tion to which you are admitted ? you counter-a&t the Ge- 


 nuine Diſpoſitions of all who are ſincerely devered to God's 


Service ; you deſert the Party to which you are united ; 
you favour Satan and his Cauſe whom you have renoun- 
ced ; and neglect that real Felicity which you are deter- 
mined to perſue > Now if ſuch conſiderations remove 
not your Indifferericy, and fecure you not againſt Fear and 
Idleneſs in this great Deſign, what will ? 

All theſe Motives will occur, but the great Argument I 
ſhall more directly inſiſt on is that which the Doctrine pre- 
ſents to us, viz. That none approve themſelves the Faithful Ser- 
wants of God who do not endeavour the Reformation of notorious 
Offenders. As for the other Point, viz, that thapEndea- 
vour muſt be by Severities as well as by Reproof, or mild- 
©@r ways; I think already proved, and therefore ſhall leſs 
enlarge on that. | 

Now, my well-belovegFriends ! would not you be found 
among the Loyal Subjects agd Faithful Servants of your 
Creator and Redeemer 2 Yea, do not all of you profeſs to 
be ſo > Now God's Challenge as to this forementioned Caſe, 
as well as others, is ſtri&t, If 7 be a Maſter, where is my Fear, 
if I be a a Father, mhere is my Honour ? If I be your Maſter, 
thew it by pleading my Cauſe againſt Tranſgreſſors ; by 
that Service ſhew I am indeed your Lord, and you my Ser- 
wants ; the time 1s haſtening when all diſguiſes will be ta- 
ken 04, and God ſhall make an apparent Dzference between 
ſuch as ſerve him in Reality, and ſuch as put him off with 
meer pretence ; therefore be now willing to endure ſuch 


Con- 


| C#3 

Convictions from his Word as he will faſten by his Sen- 
tence when he comes. to Judge your State by this as the 
Rule of Fudgment ; Let no Soul guilty as to this very mat- 
ter of reforming others, vainly ſupport his pretence to God's 
Service ; for if you live in a ſtated neglect of reſiſting Sin, 
and endeavours to reform the Wicked, you are not a Ser- 
vant of God's : If you omit this, whatever you call your 
ſelves, you do want the great Eſſentials which conſtitute 
the Temper, Diſpoſition and Behaviour of thoſe who are 
God's Servants in reality : This will appear if you conſider, 

1. Tou have not a true Zeal for God's Honour. Can any of 
you doubt whether a Man can be God's Servant who hath 
no Zeal for his Glory 2 whereas if you know any thing of 
Religion, you muſt acknowledge that the Glory of God is 
the Chief End of every good Man ; and to that it's impoſ- 
fible to be indifferent. I muſt have a Zeal for my Chief 
End, and when that's expoſed, I cannot but reſent it, and 
endeavour its Vindication and Security with great concern- 
edneſs of mind. 

Now wherein is God more diſhonoured than By open 
_ flagitious Crimes 2 His Sacred Name 1s deſpiſed by common 
Oaths Mhis Yenzeance plaid with by Curſes 2 his Day pol- 
luted by prophaning the Sabbath ; the Authority of our Al- 


mighty God and of his Laws, are trampled on by theſe and - 
other open Sins. When Men dare declare their Sins as Sodom, 114+ 3+ 9+ 


they bid defiance to his Government, they ſlight his threat- 
nings, they condemn his Precepts as unjuſt, they contemn 
his promiſed Rewards as Trifles, they openly avow the 
Empire of the Devil, they juſtiffe Man's Apoſtacy in the 
yiew of the World, and to their power they raſe out the 
Divine Image, and ſhut out the Spirit's Operations which 
would, if complied with, produce in the Soul thoſe 7n- 
preſſes of God's Perfections, wherein he is molt properly 
Glorified. 

And can any one who ſerves and loves his God forbear 
to oppoſe this 2 Muſt not the Zeal of all ſuch kindle as 


Phineas ? Will not he take hold of all opportunities to vin- Num. 22. 
dicate '* 
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| C ro, ) 
dicate the Laws, and aflert the Government of his Redeem- 
- ks er, Benefactor and Ruler, | 
[ 2. If you neglect the reforming of others bo ſhew no true com- 
| Met. 22, paſſion or love to the: Souls of Sinners. Love to our Neigh- 
4 30. -hour is one half of God's Law ; our Neighbour's Soul is his 
better part, and therefore its benefit is to be molt attended 
as an Evidence of the Sincerity of that Love to him, which 
our Lord requires in his Servants. Moreover, Love to. 
Men is an Eſſential part of Godlineſs, for wherein are we 
» like God who is Love, if Love be a Stranger to us 2 Nor 
can any. thing be a groſfſer contradiction than to pretend 
Subjection to Chriſt, and yet renounce Love to our Neigh- 
bour : And no leſs irreconcilable would. it be to love Men, 
and yet ſuffer them to deſtroy themſelves if we are capable 
to prevent it by ſtopping their ſelf-ruining courſe, and: for- 
cing them to conſider. When perſons openly commit their 
1 Tim, 5. horrid. Villanies therr Sins go before hand to Judgment. And 
ae can you with any face proteſs to love ſuch Men whiles you 
tamely endure them to proceed for want of a Warning by 
Reproof, or fixing that Warning by Puniſhment when Re- 
proof is ineffectual ? In: which laſt caſe, 4h, be thou reform- 
Bt ed without Penal Reſtraint, is no more an Evidenceof hear- 
19 ty Love than 4h, be thou Cloathed when Garments are deni- 
i ed. It's no light matter to be acceſſary to the Damnation 
|! of Souls, and be ſure there is a ſecret Enmity in you again(t 
them, whoſe caſe requires your utmolt pity, and yet it will 
not move you to do what you can towards their Salvation, 
no not to aſſiſt the Magiſtrate to inflict thoſe Penalties 
which may bring Offenders to themſelves. 
3. If you neglett Reformation-work, you have not a juſt Gon- 
cers for the Welfare of the Community. A Man truly Devoted 
As 13. to God will ſerve hs Generation ; a publick Spirit inſpires 
ata} | 3® him, and a common Good is dearer to him than his own 
P/2. 137. Particular Aﬀairs : David is their Pattern when he faith, /f 
6. T prefer not Jeruſalem above my chiefeſt Foy, let my Right Hand 
forget her Cunning. The Servant of God is ſo tar under the 
power of Self-Denial, as to eſteem the Welfare of the _ 
Ma ; O 


edeem- 


46 COM 
Neigh- 
I is his 
ended 
which 
ve to. 
re we 
2 Nor 
retend 
\eigh- 
Men, 
1pable 
d for- 


their 


And 


3 YOu 
1g by. 
na Re- 
form- 
hear- 
deni- 
ation 
rainlt 
will 
tion, 
ilties 


Gon- 
oted 
pires 
own 
1 8p / 
SS 
r the 
zody 
of 


> —— 


SE 4s” Si Tas AL £6; x P54 
4 ee 0, T IG + 7 be "DP 

DO ET Oe > ee, IS, Te.” 
we Bs SS #822 Nee Fs 34 ” 
S Nh $4 


(1), JE 
of his People, in it ſelf preferrable to his own : and leſs 
than this cannot -be inferred, as the meaning of the words 
of Moſes and Paul, to whatever Tranſport you aſſign their ws 32. 
Wiſhes. Now it's impoſſible to have a publick Spirit, and ;,,, Fe 
not ſtrive to reform the Wicked ; becauſe a general Mil- 
chief is much promoted by unſubdued Vices, and the pub- 
lick Good greatly depends upon Reformation. This wall 
appear if you conſider how far, 

r. Uncontrouled Vices do corrupt a People. 

2. Unreformed Vices expoſe a Nation to Judgments. 

I. Uncontrouled Vices do corrupt a People. Evil Examples 
infect and enſnare ; and where Sin goes unpuniſhed it ſpreads 
the faſter, becauſe it appears ſo innocent a thing as not to 
deſerve Correction. How violently will Men be drawn in- 
to thoſe Crimes whereto degenerate Nature inclineth, when 


they find all ſeem to approve of them, becauſe none call 


the moſt notorious Offenders to account 2 The Torrent of 
Impiety muſt riſe in that place, where many allure and notie 


rebuke it. But ſurely the beſt Mer in ſuch a Region mult be 


baſe, ſelfiſh and cowardly ; it can never agree with a pub- 
lick Spirit to fit ſtill when you ſee*the Plague to ſpread, a 
Plague which fo defiſeth, enſlaveth, debaſeth, diſordereth, 
and perverts your Countrymen and Fellow Citizens: All 
which is fulfilled by the Immoralities which are unrepelled 


by Punithments. 


2. Unreformed Vices expoſe a Nation to Judgments. Groſs 
Tranſgreſſions are called Crying Sins, becauſe they cry 4» 
loud to Heaven for deſfolating Puniſhments : where theſe a- 
bound the Lord will avenge. This righteous Governour of 
the World will not ſuffer Proclaimed Wickedneſs to go un- 
puniſhed, no not where his Worthip is trequented ; yea, he 
is furer to viſit his profeſſing people than any other, for 
their Abominations. Tow# only have 7 known of all the Fami- Am. 3. 2. 


- Lies of the Earth, therefore 1 will puniſh you for all your Inti- 
quities, Calamities hang over that place where Rebellion 1s 


committed againſt God ; and certainly he whoſe Quiver ts 
fo full of deſtruQtive Artows. cannot be at a loſs how to - 
C2 — 
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| ( 12. 
ſit all Ranks of Men with >. © of which they ſhall 
be ſenjible, and againſt which they cannot preſerve-them- 
ſelves. | | | 

But can any of you imagine that you are concerned for 
the good of your Nation, and not divert its Miſery by op- 
poſing thoſe Sins which do procure it 2 All care for the 
Community is extin& when you do as good as fay, I will 
not be at the leaſt pains or trouble to make them a Holy 
and a Happy People - Ill not caſt in my Mite to prevent 
their Defilement or Deſtruction : Such Ga#os are unnatu- 
ral as well as Unchriſtian. Pretend not Inability, for each 
of you may do ſomething, at leaſt you are able to com- 
plain againſt obſtinate Sinners ; and if you can do no more 
towards ſaving the Land, this will acquit you, and be ac- 
cepted ; whereas if you omit this little you can do, you 
would not advance Reformation had you the greateſt Pow- 
er ; for that ſelfiſh, baſe, careleſs, cowardly Spirit would 

then reſtrain you from this good Work as well as now. 
. I might have added the greatneſs of thoſe Benefits which 


Reformation ſecures to a Land, every one whereof makes 


thy neglect in promoting that Reformation- a great: inſtance 
of thy Unconcernedneſs for the Publick.. But I proceed. 

4. If you neglet National Reformation, you have not that 
true regard to your own Happineſs which rational Self-love di- 
refts. Carnal Self-love deſtroys Mankind, but Rational Selt- 
love is that Principle by which God governs this World, 
and on which he 'grafteth Grace it felt: This God owneth 
himſelf the Author of, and never ſeparates his Service from 
our aim at our own Happineſs, but requires the purſuit of 
both theſe together : Nor indeed can we attain the one 


without the other, for if we truly glorifie God in a way 


of Service, we ſhall be happy ; and if ever we. be happy, 
it muſt be by ſerving him who is Glorified in our Happi- 
neſs. | 

I think its needleſs to ſpend words to prove that you can- 


not ſerve God acceptably, unleſs you love your, ſelves; nor 


that you love not your. ſelves. if you diſregard "_ own 
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L3: ; 
ineſs ; the thing moſt likely to be doubted by rational 
ng is, that you deſpiſe your own Happineſs, if you 
neglect National r_——_— yet this you mult be con- 
f when you lay to heart. 

rn you nb ub Guilt by your neglect, to Reprove 

and Rebuke great Sinners in order to their Reformation. | 
This is part of that Divine Law, which the Servants of 
God are obliged to keep: He hath ſet this upon your Con- 


ſciences as part of your Duty : Thou ſhalt not ſuffer Sin on ©: '9. 


thy Brother, but thou ſhalt rebuke him. And we are enjoyned '” 


| "to. Eph.5. 
to. reprove the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs. Muſt not Guilt ©" 5** 


lie on that Man who lives in the Stated Omiſſion hereof 2 
Moreover, if thy Grace be true, thou doſt not only vio- 
late plain Precepts, but Guilt is aggravated, becauſe thou 
offereſt violence to the [uſtinits of a regenerate Nature ;. 
for that prompts thee to teſtifie againſt Sin from a Divine 
Antipathy, and excites thee to make Men better. from thoſe 
Holy Propenſions which render Goodneſs amiable and de- | 
lightful, wherever it may he found. | = 
Guilt thus aggravated, Ftending the neglet of National 
Reformation, where is he that truly ſerves the Lord, who 
dares contratt it, and make himſelf partaker of other Mens 
Crimes by ſinful Connivance 2 Or can a Man of that Cha- 
racter ſit caſie under this Guilt from day to day 2. Is it a 
ſmall thing to have God. to charge you with a diſregard to 
his Interelit ; and to ſay concerning you, Here's one who . 
profeſſeth himſelf of my Army, but will not ſtrike a ſtroak 


tor. me: He prays Thy Name be Hallowed, but dares not con- 9. 5: 


with open Blaſphemers : Thy Kingdom come, yet ſuffer- 
— ie it without Goel : Thy Will be done 
on Earth as it is in Heaven, and yet allows my Laws to be 
openly trampled on, without ſo much. as a' Complaint a- 
gainlt the moſt hainous Tranſgreſlor. 
| Great Rebukes from Heaven may well be expected a- 
gainlt ſuch as this Accuſation belongs to ; nor could you 


arraign God's Juſtice, if you and your Children ſhould be 


given up to be Inlefted with thoſe Abominations you will 
| _ not 


. = MI | 
not reprove.: Yea, muſt not you and your Families eepx&t 
a deep ſhare in thoſe Mileries you refuſed to prevent ? 
Nay, ſhould God make the Land happy upon its Refor- 
mation by other Inſtruments, may not you fear that nei- 
ther you nor your Families ſhould be Sharers in that Bleſ- 
ſedneſs. L 

£:.2. Tou looſe great Benefits for your ſelves and Poſterity which 
endeavoured Reformation would Entail. If Deſclation comes on 
this unreformed Land, notwithſtanding thy loſt Labour, 
thou mayeſt hope to be Marked for Deliverance ; for we 
ſee Noah who ſtrove to reform the old World faved from 
the Common Deluge with his Family ; and grieved Lot 
with his Children eſcaped the Flames of Sodom. 

Neither will it be a light matter if Sio ſhould ſtill abound 
and Judgments enſue, that theſe quieting thoughts will poſ- 
ſeſs thy mind, Could I have reformed and faved this Peo- 
ple, I would have done it : my Conſcience bears me wit- 
neſs, that 1 to my utmolt have endeavoured to put a ſtop 
to thoſe Impieties that procured theſe Woes which now fo 
diſtreſs my Country. But if Virtue ſhould ſpring up and 
Wickedneſs hide the head, how happy wilt thou find thy 
ſelf in having contributed thereto ? thoſe Tears which ſtream- 
ed at the view of heinous Sins, will be turned into the 
trueſt Foy and Gladneſs : Gladneſs to ſee Sabbaths Sanctifi- 
ed which uſed to be Prophaned ; the Name of God Hal- 
lowed by a Sacred Reverence inſtead of Oaths or Blaſphe- 
my ; and Sobriety and Temperance obtaining in the room 
of Debauchery and Exceſles. 

How will it revive thy years to ſee the Bleſſed Effet 
of this change of things 2 when Peace, Profperity, Love, 
Health, the Succeſs of the Miniſtry, and a Harmony a- 
 mong all ſorts and degrees of Men, ſhall joyntly- witneſs 
God's Approbation of a Reformed People | Thy own Graces 
will improve by the good Examples ſuch a ſtate of things 
affords, and thoſe pourings out of the Spirit which it ſup- 
poſeth : thou wilt be free from the Dread of Impending 
Judgments, and inſtead thereof live in the chearful expe- 
QAtance 


(25, 
Qtance of publick Good ; mi how comfortable will it be- 
when thou deft, to behold an Entail of Helps to the Holi- 
neſs and Happinefs of thy Pofterity 2 Thefe things may 
well convince us, that ſuch as negle& National Reforma- 
tion, diſregard their own Fappmefs. 

I think I need inſift on no other Mediums to prove that 
none keep the Law who contend not with the Wicked, or. 
which is the Sence of that ; None are the trae Servants of 
God who oppoſe not Sin, and endeavour not the Reformation of 
wotorious Sinners. This you muſt allow to be beyond 
diſpute, unleſs you can think him a faithful Servant of 
God who hath no true Zeal for God's Honour, no real 
Compathion or Love to Souls, no due Concern for the Com- 
munity, nor true Regard to his own Happineſs, or to that 
of his Potiterity. It follows therefore that you muſt Re- 
nounce that name, or engage your ſelves in reſiſting Sin, . 
and promoting the Reformation of others by all juſt means ;: 
and know, that your afſuming that Name unjuſtly will no 
more avail you than it it were renounced ; and if you are 
not the Servants of God in Reality, the Priviledges of ſuch 
belong not to you ; nay, you are the Slaves of the Devil 
and the Servants of the Fleſh ; and oh !. how miſerable 
will the Portion of ſuch be found at laſt ? 

I ſhall apply this truth, r. Particularly to the Societies 
for Reformation, 2. More gererally to all who hear me. 

1. To ſuch as are Members of the Societies for Refor-- 
mation, or any way engaged in this great Work. You de- 
ſerve Encouragement, nor may a word of Advice be alto- 
gether needleſs: What T judge proper to you, will be com- 
prehended under two Heads. | 

1. Make light of the diſcouragements which attend the Work 
of National Reformation. What you have heard may vindi- 
cate you from Reproach, and Steel you againſt Fears. 
Can that be called 4ufte meddling by which you ap- 
prove your ſelves the Servants of the Living God, 
and fill up your place as ſuch for God's Glory and a Com- 
mon Good 2 or ſhould any call you ſevere when you ſtop 


Men 
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Men from deſtroying themſelves and Nation > Can any 
wonder that reproachful Ties purſue you in this En- 
terprize ? or beſo imprudent as not allow for it when you 
thus diſturb the Kingdom of the Devil, ſtem a Tide of 
Wickedneſs to which Nature is ſo prone, and contend 
with a Multitude who by long cuſtom have become too 
licentious to ſcruple either what they ſay or do. Need you 
fear your Oppoſers 2 when you ſee what their conteſt is for, 

1. Fob. 3, Ven Vices reproved by the Light of Nature. aud Works 

vo the Lord Feſus came to deſtroy. And who they are that con- 
tend with you, even no other than the Wicked, who make 
God their Enemy by breaking his Laws; who eſpouſe the 
Cauſe of Satay againſt that of Chriſt's, and when .awaken'd 
will Condemn their own Follies, and approve of your Re- 
ſtraints. | 
'_  Ovght you to deſpond as if too feeble to carry on this 
Work > When you have Chriſt and all Men of true pub- 

| lick Spirits on your fide ; when your Attempts are ſuſtain- 
ed by good Laws 5 when you are bleſſed already with fo 
conſiderable Succeſs ; and the Cauſe is God's, in whoſe 
Power are the Hearts of all Men. | 

Dare you be ſo impreſſed by Diſcouragements as to ceaſe 
this Divine Work ! when it is ſo Noble in it ſelf, ſo pecu- 
liarly the Care of the Almighty, ſo certain of Succeſs at 
laſt, ſo Glorious in its Rewards, and your time ſo ſhort to 

 HIbour or ſuffer before you wear the Crown. I joyn with 
iſe. 41.6. my Brethren in bidding you be of good Courage, and to de- 
pend on God's Protection, which hath hitherto ſo inter- 

#c. 12.4. poſed, that as yet you have not reſiſted unto Blood, ſtriving a- 
gainſt Sin. 

2. Manage this Reforming Work as will moſt tend to its Suc- 
ceſs. To this end, keep tar from the Evils you do rebuke 
in others. Convince by good Examples ſuch as you inforce 
by Penaltics. Watch your Temper and Words, that you 
give no cauſe of ſtumbling to thoſe with whom you contend. 
Let your Conteſts be with Men as Wicked, and not from 


By-reſpeQs ; let it be without Partiality with a/ whom 
you 


\ 


h _” 

you find obſtinately Wicked. Uſe Prudence as well as Con- 

ſcience in all your Undertakings ; therefore never exceed 

the Laws, neither accuſe any whom you cannot fully con- 

vict : Make it appear to the Criminal that it's ſence of 

Duty, and not a meddling Temper ; it's a deſign of Re- 
forming Sinners, and not Enmity, Cruelty or Selfiſh Ends 

which encline you to get them puniſhed. Finally, be 
Humble, Modeſt and Watchful ; fairhfully Reform to the. 

atmoſt of your Power, and back all your Attempts with _---- 
fervent Prayer to God for his Conduct, Succeſs, and Bleſ- /*'* 
ſing. DO. LES 
| 5 I ſhall now addreſs my ſelf more Generally to all who + 

hear me, and contract the Improvement of this Truth to 

two Heads. 4 | : 

1. Love and readily ſubmit to Reforming Means. 1 wiſh t00 4m, g, 10. 
many are not guilty of hating him who reproveth, whereas 
ſuch a Man is your beſt Friend, for he expoſeth himſelf 
to pluck you as a Brand out of the Burning. He ſpends his Jude 23. 
time, and adventures your Indignation, to keep you from 
deſtroying your ſelf and others. Ir's great folly to em- - 
brace the Flatterer wha ſerves his own turn, and to abhor 
a Reformer who 1s intent on your trueſt Intereſt. 

Be alſo willing to amend your ways and doings. Tremble 7er. 7. 5. 
leſt you be in their number who. hate and” refuſe to be 
Reformed. How fad is it to be fond of your uglieſt Ble- 
miſhes, and unwilling to be delivered from your Mecrtal 
Diſeaſe ! Whatever miſtaken Conceits poſleſs you, it's your 
Shame you glory in ; it's Self-ruin you are fo reſolved on, p;;, , 4 
and your obſtinate Adherence ro your vitious Courſes is © 
no other than deſperate Madneſs ; the Conſiderate do now 
eſteem it ſo, and in a while it will be confeſſed ſuch by Pro. 0 
your ſelves. God is now efſaying your Amendment by 
exciting his Servants to reprove and puniſh your Villa- 
nies ; for this you will be accountable as well as for all 
his other Methods of Converſion. Whiles he ſtrives there's 
hope of thy reclaiming ; but know, he numbers the days 
of his Patience, and the means by which he would cleanſe 


thee : 
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thee; and if thou ſtill refit, he will give thee up to thy 


Luſts, and ſoon deſtroy thee as incorrigible, becauſe 7 have 


. Purged thee, and thou waſt not Purged ; thou ſhalt not be Pur- 


ged any more from thy Filthineſs until I have cauſed my. Fury 
to reſt upon thee. | | 

Oh then that you would ſtrive to obey all the ways 
whereby God inſtructs you ! Engage your minds to ſeri- 
ous Conftderation, that ſo things may be repreſented in a 
true Light, and with that preſſing Weight as to affect” you 
ſuitably to their Nature; then it may be expetted that you 


_ will be rs to part with the Abominations, which you 


dare not j/tifie on a Death-bed. I charge you in the Name 
of that God who is your Owner , and will be your Fudge, 
that you love not what he abhors ; that you venture not 
on what he ſo plainly, ſeriouſly and oft forbids ; and that 
you be not ſuch Fools as to make a mock at thoſe Sins which 
will render you infinitely more miſerable, than all the Pu- 
niſhments of God or Man 4» this Life can make you. In 
a word, bluſh that your Luſts ſhould ever be ſo loved as 
to make you centent to fufter any thing upon their Ac- 
count ; and now apply your ſelves to Chriſt for liberty 
from that Thraldom, wherein your Vice reſtrains you ; 
that ſo the good Laws of Men may not be a Terror, nor 
God an Enemy. 

2. Let your Reformation extend beyond thoſe Sins the Laws 
of the Land take Cognizance of. The Law of God is the on- 
ly adequate Rule of Reformation ; whatever is a Tranſgreſſi- 
on of this is Sin, though Humane Laws ſhould command it, 
or think it too trivial to be forbidden. Therefore ſtudy 
God's Law in the Extent and Spirituality of it, and frame 
your Lives by no lower a Rule. Watch againſt 7nward Sms 
which the Eyes of Man diſcern not, for God will judge the 
Secrets of the Heart, and Eternally puniſh many Czvz/ Per- 
ſons for their Heart Unbelief, Malgnity and Impenitency. 
Amend alſo thoſe outward Faults of which Magiſtrates take 
no notice ; they reſtrain groſs Afronts to the Divine Being, 


and ſuch things as diſturb Human Societies. But be you 
convinced 
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convinced that God's Pexal Saxttions extend to whatever 
himſelf hath forbidden ; and it's at thy. utmoſt Peril if thou 
repent not of thy Lies, thy negle& of God's Worlhip in 
thy Family and Cloſet, thy covetous Griping, thy conceal- 
ed Knaveries, thy Levity and Backbiting, thy walte of 
time, thy inordinate Paſſions, and the like. My Brethren | 
God will reprove a/ theſe as well as thoſe Crimes which 
the Laws of the Land do punith : therefore zheſe mult be 
Conſcientioully forſaken as ever you delire a faving Interelt 
in God's Covenant, or would avoid Eternal Deitrucion 
trom the preſence of the Lord. 

Take therefore your meaſure from God's Statute-Book (the 
Bible) andnot only from Man's. Oh live! and te what 
that appoints, for God will vindicate his own Authority, 
and be fincerely regarded in whatever he hath made to be 
the Duty of his Creatures. 

Finally, be not content to abſtain from the Sins forbid- 
den by the Divine Law, but ſtrave #0 obtain and exerciſe the 
oppoſite Graces and Virtues which it commandeth ; for negative 
Goodneſs will not ſuffice to fave any perſon capable ot Obe- 
dience in what the Statutes of God enjoyn as our Endow- 
ment and Employ : Therefore let your Habitual Frame and 
conſtant Exerciſe diſcover that the Affirmative Precepts do 
as eftectually dire your Temper and Practice, as the Ne- 


gative Precepts do.reſtrain them. Learn to do well as care- 5jz. 1. 17. 


tully as you ceaſe to do evil; 1 ſhall conclude with a few 
Motives to excite you both to reform your ſefves, and to 
endeavour the Reformation of others. | | 
1. Remember your late Troubles, ind retain their Voice. 
Can you forget what you ſo lately felt, as the <ffe&t of 
your former Sins 2 What Poverty accompanied ſuch as fled, 
what Frights, Loſſes and Anguiſh pofteſſed them as ſtaid be- 
hind ! You. felt much, and were in the higheſt danger of 
undergoing more. Oh ! will you not Retorm thoſe Im- 
moralities which provoked a Merciful God to diſarm you, 
and leave you naked in your Enemies Hands ? Were their 


Inſults and Threatnings fo agreeable as to leave no Impref- 
= : 2 ſton ? 


>, 
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ſion 2 Had your Dangers % = M becauſe they are paſt ? 
Know you not that it was owing to Providential Reftraints, 
and not to your Power,'or the good Will of many of your 
Foes, that you were not Butchered, and your. Infants tof- 
fed on Pikes as formerly 2 And can you be ſo ſtxpid as to 


think God called you not to Reformation when he  expo- 


Iſa, 27. 9. 


Exr. 9.12. 
14. 


Deut. 33+ 
29, 


ſed you to the Brink of Ruine for former Sins 2 or that 
your paſt Calamities do not remain a /zvely Caution-againlt 
perſiſting in thoſe Sins 2 Muſt not you be Irfatuated, it 
you rea({{ume the Crimes you were fo lately convinced of ; 


and be horridly angratefal, 1f you repeat them becauſe your 


dangers are removed by his goodneſs whom you had provo- 
ked2 He ts profane who acknowledgeth not Gods deſign 
by all you felt or feared, was to take away your Sin: 'There- 
fore be ſo regardful of God, and ſo wiſe tor your ſelves, 
as to ſay, After all that is come upon us for our evil Deeds, &c. 
Should we again break thy Commandments, wouldſt not thou be 
angry with us till thou haſt conſumed us; ſo that there ſhould be 
no Remnant or Eſcaping > Reſolve then, we will not commir 
thoſe Evils, nor ſufer others to repeat thoſe Abominations, 
againſt which God fo plainly teſtified m the Diſtreſſes we 
lately ſuffered. | 

2. Confider "the Signal Deliverances God hath wrought, and 
the amazing Proſperity to which you are ſo ſoon arrived ; he 
is blind and baſe Spirited, who! owns not that Ireland was 
ſaved by the Lord ; Review the ſtrength of the Enemy, and 
Diſadvantages of your Friends: Was it of man that Diſtreſ- 
ſed, Feeble expoſed London-derry was preſerved againſt ſo 
formidable an Hoſt > Or that ſuch a multitude of well 
Equipped Souldiers were Routed by a few undiſciplin'd 
Enniskillen men > Was not God ſeen in the amazing - Re- 
treat of thofe Weak, Ill provided, Diſeaſed Forces with 
Duke Schomberg 2 Was it not the Lords doing that our 
Xingfell not by that Cannon Ball which wounded his Shoul- 
der > And that he obtained a Victory under ſuch great 
diſadvantages at the Boy»? Was 1t not our God that Sa- 
ved this City ſrom- being Burnt by the enraged Enemy, at 


a 
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his Return 2 How near was all to be loſt again at Athlone, 
if God had not Infatuated the Enemy to leave the Works of 
that Town undemoliſhed, and fo afford a Defence for our 
Forces that had paſſed the River, who muſt otherwiſe 
have been cut off by rhat far ſuperior Strength, which the 
Enemy brought down upon them? Who can deny God 
the Honour of Guiding thar Bullet which: cut off St. Rath 
when he was directing the Guarding of that Advantagious 
Paſs, where our Forces without a Miracle muſt have been 


deſtroyed ? 
All muſt fee the Arm of God was made bare for your help:; Ni a 


he difpirited, Divided, and Infatuated tne Enemy, and this i. 
apparently and often. And can you be fo w/e as to think 
God did all this that you might commit Abominations 2? that 
you might return to you Vomit? and commence a new 
Rebellion againſt himſelf 2 

Moreover, your ſudden healing is as ſignally- the Lord's 
doing as your very ſafety; who could imagin you ſhould 
in ſo tew years be ſo fully peopted ; your Stocks ſo Increa- 
ſ:d; your Houſes Built ; your Trade Revive; your Rents 
Advanced ; the Ordinances of God Reſtored, and all things 
flouriſh fo as to make you the Objects of Envy. 

How can you periift in provoking a' God fo. great, and 
ſinning againſt a God fo merciful and kind 2 Hath he- 
done all this to make you capable of Offending him more, . 
or to oblige you in Gratitude to Reform ? Sure, Row. 2. 
his goodneſs leads to: Repentance ; therefore Magiſtrates 
ſhould reſolve, and all Aſſiſt them to do as, 2 Chron: 34. 33. 
Joſiah took away all the Abominations out of all the Countries; 
and made all that were preſent to ſerve the Lord their God. 

3. You may Humbly and Mournfully Conteſs, there's 
much to be Reformed, notwithſtanding all the evil. you have ſuf- 
fered, and the good you receive. God might well expet thar 
a people ſo Smitten and ſtrangely Saved, thould be very 
peculiar in. their Walk, and Devout in their inward Frame. 
But alas, is- it- not far from. this with many, with-mot ! 

How. 


- 


a +> 
> me " _ 
am——_—_C I YT; ſr - b 
. RR nth 7% PR be 74 063g. Is TORVETr ar anmmaoomg ces ws 
» 2 Fe, 3] SR bo 0. wy HT Is 


L 22 ) 
How much open Profaneſs (which the Laws diſcounte- 
nance) doth ſtill abound ! Oaths may be heard, and Drun- 
kenneſs ſeen in your Streets; the Strand and other places, 
witneſs how Sabbaths are Unſandtified ; ſtupid is he that 
cannot wonder to behold ſuch a return to Sin, after ſuch 
Shakes, Deſolations, Terrors and Deliverances. But were 
Provocations corfined to the Mockers at ſerious Religion, 
the Aggravation were leſs : But alas, many who profeſs 
{trictnels, and expect Eternal Happineſs in Gods Service, 
are corrupted, and forſake the Law of our God ; many ſuch 
are drowned in the World, as if Heaven had not room in 
your Hearts; you Match your Children without regard to 
, Grace, as if you cared not tho' the Devil had their Souls ; 
you neglect God's Worſhip in your Familzes, as if you de- 
1piſed the Curſe that hangeth over ſuch, Fer. 10. 25. You 
are Proud and Vain as if you would vye with the world in 
its faſhion.z you are Exrravagant as it you had never wan- 
ted any thing, or were never in danger of loofing all ; nay 
as if this were not enough, I hear ſome Proteſſors and 
Church-Members are grown ſo looſe, as to frequent and 
plead for thoſe Nurſeries and Schools of Wickedneſs, the 
Play-houſes, places the Devilclaimeth as his own, by his own 
account when he was diſpoſſeſied of one, he entred into 
there, ſaying, What had ſhe to do on my Ground ; places the 
Viſible Saints of all Sects account ſcandalous and Miniſters 
of all Profeſſions wrote againſt. , What have many aſcribed 
your Debaucheries and Ruin to, more than theſe ? and can 
vou Encourage ſuch by your preſence, when your awaken- 
ed Conſciences mult tell you at leaſt on your Sick Beds, 
' Wretched I that time was unredeemed which I ſpent there; 
'Oh that I could recall it ! it was the gratifying my vitious 
vain Heart, which brought me there, -and now I feel my 
Guilt! . There are other more inward faults to be amended, 
which I muſt leave to your own Conſciences ; as decays 
in Grace ; loſs of your firſt Love; formalities in Duties ; 
yet theſe are great Faults, and will produce bitter Fruits it 
Unreformed. ES 
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4. Tou are but upon Trial in 1 that Proſperity'you now enjoy; 
and far from being out of the reach of Danger ; you have no 
Leaſe of it, that is not Forfeitable, and God tries you how 
you will carry it, and ſpeaks to delivered Ireland, as Foh. 5. 
I 4. Sin no more leaſt a worſe thing do befall thee; God can 
{trike again, your Enemies are not Dead, nor your De-- 
fence Impregnable ; former Sins which you may commit 
may bring your former Woes: Say not Profanely as they 
If. 9. 9, 10: leaſt he ſay as ver. 11. how eaſily can God 


ſcatter you again, if you Sin again ; how ſoon can God take 


away the Life of the X;ze, upon whom ſo much depends. 
of your Safety! Your Unreformednelſs after fuch methods 
looks like a fad - preſage, that God's Sword will yer” be 
drawn, and that he hath not made an end of Smiting, when: 
you ſeem reſolved to begin to Sin afreſh ; know that God's 
Jealous Eye is upon you, to obſerve whether after all that's- 
paſt over you, you amend or not. 

5. If God be forced by your growing worſe to renew his Con- 
troverfie, your Calamities will be heavier than what you have yet 
endured, if not your utter Ruin; your Sins will be aggravated 
hereafter by the ſore Judgments you have felt, the loud. 
warnings you have met with, the ſlrange Deliverances you 
have found, and the Means and Mercies you now Enjoy ;. 
and be ſure theſe aggravations will be found in the weight 
of thoſe ſtrokes whereby God will teſtifile againſt them, 
1]. 63. 9, 10. God's Rebukes do riſe {till higher ; Amos. 4.- 
Bethink you then how oft God hath Smitten and Saved 
Ireland ; and how deſolate he hath made the Churches of 
France, Hungary, Bohemia, Alſatia and the Palatinate ; they 
were oft Smitten, oft Delivered, and at laſt are laid utterly 
waſte ; and do we hold our Mercies by a firmer Charter: 
then they did ? © Have we paſt under leſs methods of A-- 
mendment than they-? Hath-God waited longer on them 
than you 2 Is God's Honour 'more concerned in our Ruin: 
than in theirs > Will not your Sins cry as loud in God's: 
Ears ? are not the men God employed to Corre& them... 
the Popiſh Enemies to God's Cauſe 'as well as ours?: And 
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were.there, not ſome Faithtul Godly Praying Proteſtants in 
thoſe places as well as among .us.?-. Oh then, what canallay 
your Fears or: uphold your Hopes, that you the Proteſtants 
of Treland may: think to Sin on and-proſper, .or at moſt be- 
but gently ' Smitten.. ſtill !. Klatter not - your. ſelves. when 
you ſee God is managing his Controverſie with others, by 
utter Deſolations ; -it's a time of Jealouſie, therefore awake : 
Reformation muſt be your Safe-guard, or you delude your. 
ſelves, and will but dream your ſelves. out of the Goſpel, 
the Plenty and. the Peace you do now enjoy : . You will . 
find that a Reſolution to provoke God more, will -end in 
ſach' Plagues as will devour your Mercies.and embitter the. 
Remembrance of them ; when God fhall lay you: waſte- 
with his Judgments, . and . purſue you with his. Wrath, 
wherever you flie. bs 
© Oh that theſe things which ovght to perſwade, may by 
the bleſſing of God, torce and fix ſuch Reſolves as theſe! 
I will by the Grace of Chriſt faithfully ſearch- what needs: 
Amendment, arid Reform to. the. atmoſt of my Conviction,. 
whatever I find amiſs in my ſelf and Family ; that ſo we 
-may-not Forfeit our preſent Enjoyments, and bring utter 
woe upon our ſelves and others. Yea I will Gontend. with 
the Wicked, and do'my utmoſt 'to reſtrain their Sins, that at 
leaſt they may not cry ſo loud as to make the Nation. 
Deſolate. | 
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